
NAIL HOLDING POWER OF PERLITE CONCRETE  
 
INTRODUCTION  
One of the advantages of perlite insulating concrete in many types of construction is the fact that it is 
easily nailable. Roofing contractors, for example, may nail the first ply of built-up roofing to perlite 
insulating concrete roof decks. In these applications, the holding power of the nails is important. 
 
In general, the force required to remove nails from perlite concrete depends on three factors:  
1. Type of nail used.  
2. Density of concrete.  
3. Age of concrete at tine of nailing.  
 
To obtain data on the holding power of several self-clinching nails. Perlite Institute, Inc. initiated a 
testing program under the supervision of the United States Testing Company, Inc. A description of the 
test procedure and tabulated results are included in the laboratory report reproduced herein. Data are 
presented on the E. G. Insuldeck Loc-Nail, Simplex Tube-Lok nail and E/S Products Nail-Tite MK III 
nail. Additional information on a specific fastener may be obtained directly from the manufacturer. 
Perlite Institute does not recommend or specify any brand or type of nail. Such recommendations are 
the prerogative of the roofing manufacturer. As test data on the holding power of other nails become 
available, they will be included in revisions to this report.  
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Technical data given herein are from sources considered reliable, but no guarantee of accuracy can be made or liability 
assumed. Your supplier may be able to provide you with more precise data. Certain compositions or processes involving 
perlite may be the subject of patents. 


